Introduction
Commission 33 provides a forum for astronomers studying the structure and dynamics of the Milky Way Galaxy, a unique laboratory for exploring the stellar and gaseous components of galaxies and the processes by which they form and evolve.
Symposia and reviews
Sponsoring IAU Symposia is one of the main activities of the Commission. Since the General Assembly in Prague in 2006, Commission 33 has supported the following IAU meetings:
• 
Closing remarks
In addition to the Symposia, Commission 33 has been supporting a Joint Discussion on Modeling the Milky Way in the Era of Gaia, and a Special Session on The Galactic Plane -in Depth and Across the Spectrum, both to be held during the IAU XXVII General Assembly in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 2009. The topics of these two events show the enormous progress we may expect in Milky Way studies over the next years, due to on-going or planned new surveys of unprecedented depth and sky coverage across the entire wavelength spectrum, culminating in the planned Gaia mission, and their modeling and theoretical analysis. Further information relevant to the Commission can be found on the Commission web page <www.mpe.mpg.de/IAU Comm33/>.
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